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Ampilification

The harpsichord should be amplified
with two microphones placed closely above the strings
and two monitors located on the stage near the instrument.

Performance duration
circa 15 minutes

Tuning Instructions

The cent numbers indicate the pitch deviations from standard 12-tone Equal Temperament.

Upper Manual — sounding a Diesis lower than the Lower Manual

C# D# F# G# A#

-12.8 -19.2 -9.6 -16.0 -22.4
B# C## D## E# F## G#i#t A##
-28.8 -35.2 -41.6 -25.6 -32.0 -38.4 -44.8

Lower Manual
D-flat E-flat G-flat A-flat B-flat
+25.6 +19.2 +28.8 +22.4 +16.0
C D E F G A B
+9.6 +3.2 -3.2 +12.8 +6.4 +/- 0 -6.4

B#
-28.8

+9.6



The Mean-Tone Tuning System of the 24-tone Subset of 31-tone Equal Temperament

Upper Manual — sounding a Diesis lower than the Lower Manual

C# D# F# G# A#
B# C## D## E# F## G## Adt# B#
Lower Manual

D-flat E-flat G-flat A-flat B-flat
C D E F G A B C

Harmonic ARRAY
of these 24 Meantone-tempered pitches

Upper Manual Upper Manual

Cit# G## D## Ad# [E-bb] [B-bb] [F-b] [C-b]

A# E# B# F## C-bb =A## [G-bb] [D-bb] [A-bb]

F# C# G# D# A-bbb =F## E-bbb =C## B-bbb =G## F-bb =D##
Lower Manual D# A# E# B#

D A E B — F# C# G#

B-b F C G

G-b D-b A-b E-b



composed for Jack Dettling
in July and August 2025

The score is notated in two versions, first with the notes played by the right hand notated in the two upper staves and the
notes played by the left hand notated in the two lower staves (page 1-13), and on page 14-26 with the notes played on the
upper manual written in the two upper staves and the notes played on the lower manual written in the two lower staves.



Plainsound Prelude in 23-limit Harmony
for Jack Dettling and his amplified harpsichord with 2 manuals and 24 pitches tuned in 31-tone Equal Temperament
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"con tempo rubato"
Any sound may be lengthened or shortened as desired in the moment, and the 8th notes can be playyed at various faster speeds to articulate the melodic flow.
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Plainsound Prelude in 23-limit Harmony

for Jack Dettling and his amplified harpsichord with 2 manuals and 24 pitches tuned in 31-tone Equal Temperament

Lento rubato, circa J=54
RH upper M. 2 = 8’ (ord.)

Wolfgang von Schweinitz
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"con tempo rubato"

Any sound may be lengthened or shortened as desired in the moment, and the 8th notes can be playyed at various faster speeds to articulate the melodic flow.
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